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SENIOR Information 

Preparing for the senior year and beyond
Check List for Seniors

· Maintain a strong senior schedule and good grades.

· Listen to the daily announcements regarding post-secondary information, scholarships, college representatives, etc…

· Meet with college representatives.

· Arrange a campus visit.  Apply to your top three to five choices.
· Apply in the fall of your senior year- suggested deadline for applications is October 31st- the earlier, the better!!!
· Determine actual costs of attending a particular school and determine whether it will be necessary to pursue financial assistance. 

· Observe all deadlines for applications, scholarships, college admission and financial aid programs.

· Consult post-secondary publications and college websites.

· Be certain you have taken or will be taking required college entrance tests.  Gather transcripts and letters of recommendation.  Complete FAFSA by Feb. 14th.

· If applying online, notify high school counseling office to send official transcripts.

· Check and confirm all deadlines.  Look for early decision deadlines for applications/scholarships.

· Visit a College Night at Schoolcraft College.  Please contact the Admissions & Enrollment Center at  (734) 462-4426 or admissions@schoolcraft.edu if you have any questions.

*** NCAA Guidelines: For all athletes intending to play sports at the collegiate level, go online to register at www.ncaaclearninghouse.org.  See your counselor to answer additional questions***

REMEMBER…

Your GPA or grade-point-average is the item examined FIRST by colleges and universities to which you apply.  Test scores and the core academic courses you have taken in high school are other important factors in college admission.  Minimum course requirements for most colleges are Algebra and Geometry, Algebra II and Trigonometry, Biology and Chemistry, 4 years of English and 3 years of Social Studies.  If your GPA is a 3.0 (B’s) or better, you will be considered and probably admitted into most colleges in Michigan.  A 2.7 is acceptable in many schools.  If your average is a 2.5, you will probably be admitted if you have strong test scores and have taken rigorous academic courses.  You will have fewer choices if you average is a 2.0 or less.

General Information for Planning for College
THINGS TO DO AND CONSIDER...

· KNOW your social security number; you will need it for most forms.

· STUDY your strengths and weaknesses; work to overcome significant weaknesses, but focus on your strengths.

· FAMILIARIZE yourself with jobs and careers in which you have a possible interest. Talk with people in these fields, and observe them at work. Take an interest test to help you in a career selection. Several career/interest tests are available during the year. You can visit www.careercruising.com (username: trillium, password: academy).

· BECOME informed about post-high school institutions. Do research on the internet.

· ATTEND college night with your parents at Schoolcraft College. Many Michigan and out-of-state colleges send representatives to this meeting. Bring your home address printed on labels to stick on college information request forms - it’s faster and easier than filling out your name and address for all the colleges.

· VISIT two or three colleges that you’re most interested and have a possibility to be accepted. Make an appointment with the Admissions Office to have a tour.

· CHOOSE colleges which have majors in your area of interest.

· DECIDE upon the school you’ll attend, and means of financing - your work/savings, parent contribution, loans, scholarship, and grants.

· DISCUSS with your parents their ability to contribute toward your college expenses.

· INFORM yourself of scholarship possibilities! 

· APPLY to schools of your choice from September through November of your senior year. Any applications received after December 7, 2008 possibly will not be processed until after winter break.

· Access online applications through university/college websites or ask the guidance counselor to print one off.
· AWAIT YOUR ACCEPTANCE!!!

· PICK UP and COMPLETE a Financial Aid Form (FAFSA) in the month of December. Mail it no sooner than January 1, 2009 and no later than March 1, 2009. Applying online is recommended.

· ENJOY your senior year!

College Application Process
ONLINE APPLICATIONS (PREFERRED BY MOST COLLEGES)
1. Apply online.  Be sure to double check for spelling and punctuation!!!
2. Print the counselor portion and bring to the counseling office with an envelope addressed to the college/university and 2 stamps affixed to the envelope. Large envelopes may require 3 stamps, as an official transcript and test scores will be included.

3. If there is not a counselor portion, request that the counseling office send your official transcript and test scores by filling out the Transcript Request Form.
PAPER APPLICATIONS:

1. Obtain an application from the counseling office or website.

2. Complete the applications neatly; edit thoroughly for errors.

3. Sign and date application.

4. Attach check for required fees.

5. Include an envelope with 2 or 3 stamps.

6. Submit college applications to the counseling office. NOTE: The counseling office will send official transcript and test scores with all college and scholarship applications.

*In order to have your transcript & application mailed from the school, you will need to fill out a transcript request AND submit a pre-addressed stamped envelope.
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***Pre-addressed, stamped envelope required for all college applications and transcripts***
TRANSCRIPT REQUEST- return to Mrs. Dorband 

*Pre addressed stamped envelope required for all college applications and transcripts*
Student Name________________________________________________________

Grade: 􀁻 9th 􀁻 10th 􀁻 11th 􀁻 12th Online application date: ________________

Please send transcript to: ________________________________________________________

Street__________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST- return to Mrs. Dorband 

*Pre addressed stamped envelope required for all college applications and transcripts*

Student Name________________________________________________________

Grade: 􀁻 9th 􀁻 10th 􀁻 11th 􀁻 12th Online application date: ________________

Please send transcript to: ________________________________________________________

Street__________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST- return to Mrs. Dorband 

*Pre addressed stamped envelope required for all college applications and transcripts*

Student Name________________________________________________________

Grade: 􀁻 9th 􀁻 10th 􀁻 11th 􀁻 12th Online application date: ________________

Please send transcript to: ________________________________________________________

Street__________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________ State _____________ Zip _______________

Factors to Consider in College Selection
Since your selection of a college will profoundly affect your future, it is important that you make this decision with great care.  There is no such thing as a “best” college- only a selection by analyzing yourself- what are your likes, dislikes, interests, capabilities, career goals, and plans?  A second step in college selection is comparing different colleges.  Consult your counselor; review college handbooks and catalogs.  Visit www.careercruising.com (username: trillium, password: academy), for more detailed information regarding schools.  

Below are some of thee factors which you should consider when choosing a college:

1. School Quality

a. Look not only at the school’s overall rank, but the quality of the specific programs you’re interested in and what educators and employers think about it.

2. School Size

a. Big schools offer a broader range of academic programs and extra-curricular activities.  Small schools offer a more intimate environment where you are ore likely to receive personalized attention from professors.

3. Program Size

a. School size doesn’t equal program size.  Some large schools offer smaller residential colleges and learning communities.  Some smaller schools focus on certain majors where they may have large class sizes.

4. Distance From Home

a. Do you want to live far away or would you prefer to be close enough to sneak home and do your laundry?  Or do you like your room at home just fine?

5. Urban or Rural

a. A large city will mean a melting pot of cultures.  A small town might feel more intimate and comfortable.  Larger cities offer more cultural life; smaller towns offer the great outdoors.

6. In-State or Not

a. Remote destinations offer something different.  But consider that you’ll save thousands of dollars on tuition and travel by staying in your home state.  Plus many scholarships only work at in-state schools.  A cheaper way to see the world may be a study abroad program at an in-state college.

7. Recreation

a. You won’t be studying all the time, and it’s important to have ways that you can get plugged into campus life.  Consider clubs and sports you might join and the quality of the recreation center

8. Facilities

a. What are the classrooms like?  And where do students hang out after class?  Consider libraries, computer labs, on-campus dining and study lounges.

9. Private or Public

a. Private institutions have higher price tags than public but some offer more aid.  Private schools tend to offer a smaller community environment.

College Admissions Tips

Admissions Tips: How to beat application frustration -by Randall S. Hansen, Ph.D.
One of the most critical stages in a college-bound teen’s life is the process of applying to college. And while many activities lead up to the point of applying to a select group of colleges, the focus of this article is on maximizing your efforts on your college applications.  More specifically, this article discusses six strategies that are absolutely critical to mastering the college application process — and moving you closer to your goal of obtaining acceptance to the colleges of your choice.

Get Organized

Some of us are much better than others at keeping track of multiple tasks and deadlines and dealing with applications to multiple colleges. A system is a must. You might consider developing a checklist or spreadsheet with critical elements needed for your applications — along with the deadlines. For example, most colleges require your application, official high school transcript, standardized test scores, and letters of recommendation. Some schools request work portfolios and other supporting documents.

Focus on Accomplishments/ Leadership/ Community Service.  Your accomplishments, leadership experiences, and community service can be a critical tool in helping you showcase your strengths — and separate yourself from all the others applicants with similar GPAs, class standings and test scores.

Take the time now to identify and document all your past and current experiences. College admissions officers often talk about the importance of being highly involved in a small group of organizations over an extended period of time, ideally with leadership in at least one of the groups. And remember to document specifics about your activities and the successes of the organizations — such as if you helped raise money to assist hurricane victims. (And whenever possible, quantify those accomplishments.)

Finally, don’t forget all those hours of community service.  Many colleges are placing a greater emphasis on encouraging students to reach out to the local communities — and showing that commitment while in high school is important.

Master the Application

Whatever application — or applications — you decide to complete, first take the time to read it thoroughly before you jump in.  Most experts suggest printing (or photocopying) an extra copy of each application and completing a rough draft.

Once you are happy with all your answers, take the time to complete the application using a black-ink pen and neat penmanship. If your handwriting is bad, consider typing your applications.  Although it may sound a little silly compared to the importance of the content, first impressions are critical, and a sloppy-looking application shouts disinterest while a clean-looking application signals interest.

Plan, Write, Edit, Rewrite, and Proof Your Essay(s)

You are probably sick of hearing about the importance of writing drafts, composing, editing and rewriting — but the vast majority of us are not strong enough writers to whip out a top-notch essay on first write.  And your college essay is critical to your application. Besides being well-written, it should also offer insight into your personality. Your essays should be original, personal and honest. And since you often have some choice in which question(s) you answer, be sure that your essay clearly answers the question.

The essay is another chance to distinguish yourself from all the other similar applicants. Some admissions counselors make initial judgments about an application’s strength and standing by grading the personal statement before any other part of the application.  And always remember to proofread your final version as carefully as possible to remove all typos and other mistakes.

Seek Outside Assistance and Criticism

There is no reason for ever going through the college application process alone. If you don’t have a family member to assist you, seek out a high-school teacher or counselor, neighbor or friend — any adult who has been through college and can assist you in all aspects of the process, from strategies to editorial assistance.  Welcome the opportunity to get constructive criticism. The more eyes that read your work and offer positive suggestions, the stronger your final product will be.

Postsecondary Options
1. 4 Year College/University

a. There are more than 20 public universities/colleges and private universities/colleges in Michigan.

2. 2 Year College (Community College)

a. There are many area community colleges that provide a wide range of programs in order to meet the ever increasing needs of the local community both as a transfer program or a 2 year degree program.  If you are not sure what you want to study in college, maybe this is the place to start.  Tuition is lower.  You can live at home and work part time.  You can further explore your interests.

3. Technical Programs

a. These involve occupations in the fields of business, medical, trades, or technology.  See State of Michigan’s website for more details.

4. Apprenticeships

a. Registered apprenticeships are training programs operated by employers, employer associations or jointly operated by management and labor.  They are designed to provide workers entering the workforce with comprehensive training by exposing them to the practical and theoretical aspects of work required by the occupational area.  These programs are registered by the Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training and the U.S. Department of Labor.  Contact Harmonie Centre, 277 Gratiot, Suite 100, Detroit, MI 48226 or (313) 964-2662.

5. Military

a. Besides being the single largest employer in the nation, the military offers the widest choice of career opportunities.  Together, the five services offer training and employment in over 2,000 enlisted job specialties.  They sponsor nearly 300 technical training schools offering more than 10,000 separate courses of instruction.  For further information contact the local recruiters or the military web page www.militarycareers.com.  

Alternatives to a 4-Year Degree

Schoolcraft College Certificate Programs

Accounting CRT.00365 1YC.00001

Aviation Management CRT.00302

Business – Basic 1YC.00002

Business – Small Business for Entrepreneurs 1YC.00213

Business – Business Information Technology 1YC.00242

Child Care & Development 1YC.00031

Child Care & Development Associate (CDA) CRT.00315

Child Care – Special Needs Paraprofessional 1YC.00032

Computer Aided Drafting – Electromechanical 1YC.00118

Computer Aided Drafting – Technical 1YC.00119

Computer Graphics Technology Foundation CRT.00364

Computer Graphics Technology – 3D Animation 1YC.00136

Computer Graphics Technology – Digital Art 1YC.00136

Computer Graphics Technology – Interactive Media and Game Design 1YC.00136

Computer Graphics Technology – Motion Graphics and Video 1YC.00136

Computer Graphics Technology – Publishing 1YC.00136

Computer Graphics Technology – Web Design 1YC.00136

Computer Information Systems – Introductory 1YC.00004

Computer Information Systems – Networking Technology Integration 1YC.00270

Computer Information Systems – Programming CRT.00366

Computer Information Systems – Web Specialist 1YC.00241

Computer Service Technician 1YC.00159

Culinary Arts 1YC.00079¹

Culinary Baking and Pastry Arts 1YC.00247¹

Electronic Technology CRT.00320 1YC.00125

Emergency Medical Technology 1YC.00024

Environmental Studies 1YC.00276

Fire Fighter Technology 1YC.00149

Health Information Technology – Coding Specialist 1YC.00240¹

Laser Technology 1YC.00059

Massage Therapy 1YC.00255¹

Medical Assisting 1YC.00026¹

Medical Assisting – Medical Biller/Receptionist CRT.00350

Medical Assisting – Phlebotomy CRT.00325

Medical Assisting – Physician Office Medical Transcription CRT.00330

Medical Transcription 1YC.00029¹

Metallurgy – Applied Physical 1YC.00124

Music – Foundations 1YC.00162

Music – Intermediate 1YC.00163

Music – Piano Teacher 1YC.00115

Music – Recording Technology 1YC.00144

Nursing Assistant Training Program CRT.00321¹

Nursing – Licensed Practical (PN) 1YC.00017¹

Office Information Systems – Office Specialist CRT.00370 1YC.00166

Welding – Technology 1YC.00127

Additional Career Opportunities

International Academy of Art & Design Troy, MI 866.544.2200

Specs Howard School of Broadcast Art Southfield, MI 248.358.9000

Michigan Institute of Aeronautics Belleville, MI 734.483.3758

Eagle Flight Center Ypsilanti, MI 734.481.3000

Baker College Flint, MI 800.964.4299

L’Esprit Academy (salon-spa license) Livonia, MI 734.762.0200

Douglas Aveda Institute Ann Arbor, MI 800.334.8657

Electrical Apprenticeship School Ann Arbor, MI 734.213.1303

American Truck Driving Coldwater, MI 517.278.6433

Recording Institute of Detroit Eastpoint, MI 586.779.1388

American Academy of Travel Fenton, MI 810.629.1244

International Bartending School Livonia, MI 734.513.4433

Academy of Dog Grooming Mt. Clemens, MI 586.463.1122

Professional Builders Institute Oxford, MI 248.628.8466

American Institute for Paralegal Southfield, MI 248.559.8040

Oakland Technical School Wixom, MI 248.960.5400

Miss Katie’s College of Beauty Canton, MI 734.459.1611

ITT Technical Institute Canton, MI 734.397.7800

Clayton College of Natural Health On-line 800.995.4590

Armed Forces Education Programs

www.todaysmilitary.com (best website available for each branch of the service)
The armed forces provide educational programs during or after active duty. If you chose to work toward a college degree right after high school, attending one of the military academies or attending a civilian school and enrolling in the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program, are options. If you join the armed forces before attending college full time, you can attend college after military service by using the Montgomery GI Bill or by earning college credit for some of the military training you will receive.

Military Academies

Each branch of the military, with the exception of the Marine Corps, has its own academy, a four-year college that offers a bachelor’s degree and a commission in the military upon graduation. The military academies are highly competitive and are tuition-free to students who are admitted. The three main military academies are:

· U.S. Military Academy, located in West Point, New York

· U.S. Naval Academy, located in Annapolis, Maryland

· U.S. Air Force Academy, located in Colorado Springs, Colorado

Other Academies

Two other academies operate on the same model as the military academies, with subsidized tuition in return for service. They are:

· U.S. Coast Guard Academy, located in New London, Connecticut

· U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, located in Kings Point, New York

ROTC

In the ROTC scholarship program, the military covers most of the cost of tuition, fees and textbooks and also provides a monthly allowance. Scholarship recipients participate in summer training while in college and fulfill a service commitment after college.

Montgomery GI Bill

This bill provides financial support for people who wish to pursue a college education after serving in the military.

Other Ways to get a college education in the Armed Forces

Most branches of the military offer some kind of tuition assistance program that enables members to take college courses at civilian colleges during their off-duty hours while on active duty. In addition, military training while on active duty can sometimes count toward college credit. All branches of the military offer training in various technical and vocational areas, and military enrollees can often obtain college credit for some of this training.  The National Guard and the Reserves offer the same kind of educational benefits as those available to people on Active Duty.
Local armed forces recruiting offices can provide more information about education opportunities through the military.

U.S. Air Force Recruiting Office

36480 Ford Road, Suite C

Westland, MI 48185

734-326-8080

U.S. Marine Recruiting Office

36480 Ford Road, Suite D

Westland, MI 48185

734-728-9150

U.S. Navy Recruiting Office

36480 Ford Road

Westland, MI 48185

734-721-7250

U.S. Army Recruiting Station

36480 Ford Road, Suite A

Westland, MI 48185

734-729-0450

Michigan Army National Guard

7400 S. Huron River Drive

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

734-483-2863

U.S. Coast Guard

26097 John R

Madison Heights, MI 48071

248-582-8364

Where Does the Money Come From?

STUDENTS HAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF METHODS TO PAY FOR COLLEGE.

As you prepare for college, you and your parents may be thinking, “How in the world are we going to pay for all this?”  That’s where financial aid comes in. Grants, scholarships, work-study, and loans are all different types of financial aid that you can use to pay for college.

APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID:

The process starts with the Free Application for Federal

Student Aid, “FAFSA” for short. If you don’t submit a FAFSA, you can’t receive any federal aid grants, work-study assistance, or loans. It’s really important that you complete and send in your FAFSA on time.

TO START THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS:

1. Complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1 of your senior year in high school. The processors won’t accept the FAFSA before January.  Since many colleges award aid on a first come - first served basis, it’s in your best interest to submit the forms promptly. You can get a FAFSA from your high school guidance counselor or any college financial aid office. It’s also available on the Internet at www.fafsa.ed.gov

2. Four to six weeks after your FAFSA is submitted, you’ll receive a Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail. The SAR lists your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) to college costs.  Review it carefully for accuracy. If it’s incorrect, mail it back as soon as possible with corrections. You will specify the schools you were interested in attending on your FAFSA.  Those schools also receive a SAR, or if you need another copy, call the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 800.433.3243

3. Check with the colleges you are considering to see if they require any additional applications or forms. Each college you listed on your FAFSA may send you an award letter that lists the sources and amounts of financial aid you are eligible for, should you attend that school. Follow the instructions in the letter to receive your aid.

EXPLORING YOUR FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS
Financial aid packages differ from school to school, so you’ll need to check with your high school guidance counselor and the financial aid office at the colleges you are considering to learn more about your financial aid options.

GIFT AID

The best kind of financial aid is gift aid, because you don’t have to repay it. Always apply for this “free money” before you apply for a loan. There are several types of gift aid, including grants from the federal government. These are usually based on financial need. The information you included on your FAFSA determines whether you’re eligible for these programs. All 50 states also offer some type of gift aid by participating in military service.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS are also gifts that help pay for the cost of education. Companies and other organizations present scholarships to recognize a student’s merits or achievements (e.g. outstanding grades, musical ability, athletic achievement, or meeting the awarding group’s criteria). Apply for scholarships now, as they often have very early deadlines. Check the reference section at your library for more information about scholarships or browse the Internet for financial aid information. One helpful site is the Financial Aid information page at www.finaid.org

WORK-STUDY enables students to earn money through part-time employment on campus. You can work up to 20 hours per week during the academic year and up to 35 hours per week during vacation periods (depending on financial need and availability of funds). The college you attend can help you make arrangements for a work-study job.

SELF-HELP AID

Unfortunately, “free money” resources may not cover all your college expenses. That’s usually where loans come in.  There are two general types of education loans: federal and alternative.

FEDERAL LOANS are guaranteed by the United States government, meaning that the government gives the lender an “insurance policy” protecting the lender if the borrower defaults on the loan (doesn’t repay it). The federal government offers Stafford Loans for students and PLUS Loans for parents of undergraduate students. All federal loans offer low interest rates and favorable repayment terms.

ALTERNATIVE LOANS are not guaranteed by the U.S. government. However, some alternative loans are insured by private agencies in much the same way that a private insurance company insures your car. Interest rates and terms for alternative loans vary from lender to lender. Make sure you understand your repayment obligation before signing any loan application.  Before applying for any education loan, talk to the financial aid office at the college you plan to attend. To learn more about financial aid and paying for college, visit www.educaid.com

How to Use FAFSA on the Web

Before Beginning a FAFSA

If you don’t already have a U.S. Department of Education PIN (Personal Identification Number), apply for one now at www.pin.ed.gov. If you’re a dependent student, your parents should also apply for a PIN now so that they can electronically sign your FAFSA.  FAFSA on the web is the U.S. Department of Education’s official electronic application for federal student aid. Visit www.fafsa.ed.gov and you’ll find the following important information on preparing to fill out the FAFSA:

· A list of documents you will need, such as tax forms

· Deadlines for applying for state grant programs. Be sure to check your own state’s deadline

· A pre-application worksheet that you may want to complete before filling out FAFSA on the web

Filling Out a FAFSA

When you’re ready to begin, select “Filling Out a FAFSA” and follow the on-screen instructions. You can use your PIN to sign electronically before you start.  If you have questions or need help in completing the FAFSA, free help is available when you: Click the “Live Help” link on any FAFSA screen to send and receive real-time answers to questions by e-mail; or call 800-4-FED-AID to speak to a customer service representative

When you’re completing the application:

· SIGN. Use your PIN to sign if you didn’t sign before you began; or

· Print, sign and mail in a paper signature page; and

· If you’re a dependent student, have your parent sign with a PIN or on the signature page

· Review your answers carefully - FAFSA on the web will also edit your information to prevent errors.

· Submit your application using the “Submit My FAFSA Now” button

· You will see a confirmation page with a confirmation number and your estimated Expected Family Contribution (EFC).

· Your school uses the EFC to calculate the type and amount of student aid you’re eligible to receive. Be sure to print the confirmation page for your records.

FAFSA Follow-up

If you gave FAFSA your e-mail address, you’ll receive an e-mail with a link to your online Student Aid Report (SAR) within 4 days.  Otherwise you’ll receive a paper SAR in the mail in about 2 weeks. If you don’t hear anything from them within 2 weeks, return to www.fafsa.ed.gov and select “Check the status of a submitted FAFSA.”  

· VERY IMPORTANT: Check your SAR carefully to make sure your responses are correct. If you applied early and estimated your income and taxes, go back and compare your SAR answers with your W-2 forms and IRA tax returns. Correct any answers that are wrong.  You can check, correct and print your processed information at any time on the FAFSA website, using your PIN.

Tips for Completing the FAFSA 

Have available the following documents and information when completing the FAFSA:

· Most recent year’s tax forms, or end of year pay stubs

· W-2 forms

· Records of the most recent year’s untaxed income, such as child support and untaxed income from agencies such as Social Services, Social Security, and the Veteran Administration. (You do not need to send copies of these documents with your FAFSA, however you will need to refer to them when you file.)

· The student’s correct social security number.

· Do not leave blanks for any questions requiring a numeric figure, such as a dollar amount or a test score. If your answer to a question is zero, be sure to write “0”.

· Read instructions and follow them carefully. Even if you have completed this form previously, it is not safe to assume revisions have not been made to previous versions.

· If you are a parent completing the form for your children, be sure to complete a separate FAFSA application for each student.

· Check that the social security number reported is the correct one for the student filing the form, incorrect social security numbers delay processing.

· If you are a dependent student, it is important that you enlist the assistance of your parents and that you actively participate in completing the FAFSA. If the financial aid office has questions they will contact the student first, and it is imperative that both you and your parent(s) are aware of the information provided.

· Obtain the Federal school code from the school or schools you may be interested in attending.

· Check figures and calculations. Mistakes delay the processing of up to 40% of all forms processed.

· The asset questions pertaining to net value are for secondary and investment real estate only. You are not required to report the net value of your primary residence.

· Sign the FAFSA, both the student and parent (if applicable) must sign and date.

· You should file early, but do not sign, date or mail the FAFSA before January 1. By filing early, you may receive favorable consideration for receiving campus-based aid. You must file a FAFSA every year. Any changes in your family situation should be conveyed to your financial aid administrator, they might affect your eligibility.

Scholarships

There are different types of scholarships: National (Coca-cola, Tylenol); State (VFW, Safety patrol); Local (TRG Scholarships).  Universities and colleges offer their own scholarships. After you are admitted, the college will mail this information to you. It is best to apply to college early, because some scholarship deadlines are early.  Scholarships can be based on financial need or merit (grades, athletic ability, or talent in a specific area such as math or science) or both need & merit.  If you wish to use a scholarship search, michigan.gov/mistudentaid is the most economical and includes many different scholarships. Do not spend money on other searches. 

Winning a scholarship requires much persistence and dedication. Often, scholarships will require an essay which takes much time and effort. In choosing scholarships, evaluate your chances of winning (i.e. is it a national scholarship or local one with a smaller pool of applicants?)  In addition to scholarships, there are loans, grants and work-study programs available through the state, federal government and universities.  Scholarship and grants are gift monies that do not require repayment. Loans require repayment upon graduation or withdrawal from college.  College work-study requires working for the money; therefore it need not be paid back.  Financial Aid packages from the individual colleges/universities will generally be made up of grants, scholarships, loans and work-study.  TIP (Tuition Incentive Program) helps pay college tuition and mandatory fees for students from low income families. See your counselor for an application.

Tips for a Winning Scholarship Application

· Apply only if you are eligible.

· Complete the application.

· Read and follow all instructions.

· Submit a clean and neat application.

· Submit a well-composed essay that makes a definite impression.

· Be aware of and meet all deadlines.

· Mail application to the proper address with the proper postage affixed.

· Give your application materials a final review...
· Make sure you’re proud of and satisfied with your application submission.

Reasons an Application Will Not Win a Scholarship

· Applicant mailed the envelope without the application enclosed 

· Applicant submitted an incomplete application.

· Applicant forgot to include their name and/or address.

· Applicant submitted an illegible or unintelligible application.

· Applicant sent the application with insufficient postage- returned “postage due.”

· Applicant submitted irrelevant or inappropriate supporting documentation.

· Applicant applied for an award when falling short of the minimum requirements.

· Applicant made a number of spelling errors.

TRG SCHOLARSHIPS

TRG Scholarship Program: Trillium Academy is managed by The Romine Group.  All seniors from Trillium Academy are eligible for the TRG scholarships to be used at a college of their choice.

TRG Leadership Award ($1000)

One Senior from each TRG school will be awarded this scholarship based on their demonstration of outstanding leadership in both the academic and co-curricular programs at the school.  This would include clubs, athletics, service organizations, student government, and others.  This award is primarily based on LEADERSHIP, not just academic performance.

TRG Overcomer Award ($1000)

One senior from each TRG school will be awarded this scholarship based on overcoming a major obstacle in their life.  This would include overcoming a physical, emotional, or psychological issue in their life.  This also could be overcoming a major academic difficulty and demonstrating success in that area.  The major factor in receiving this award is the student has OVERCOME something or some area and turned what could have been defeat into victory.

TRG Spirit Award ($1000)

One senior from each TRG School will be awarded this scholarship for demonstrating outstanding school spirit.  This award will be given to the student who may or may not be the best  academically, but does have the best attitude and SPIRIT whether it be in the classroom or in co-curricular activities.

TRG Academic Achievement Award ($1000)

One senior from each TRG School will be awarded this scholarship based on academic performance.  This will be based on how the student achieves in all classes completed at the school.  The attitude of the student as well as academic performance will be considered for this award.

TRG Citizenship/Attendance Award ($1000)

One senior from each TRG School will be awarded this scholarship based on outstanding CITIZENSHIP including attendance during high school (Grades 9-12).  Being in school, punctuality, respecting others, demonstrating responsibility and manners will be the factors considered for this award.

Other Scholarships
Military Academies: Army, Navy, AirForce

· Air Force students receive paid, four years of college, if selected as a candidate for an academy.  An eight-year commitment to the military upon graduating is required.  To apply, student seeks military nomination in the spring of their Junior year.  Write to Representatives and Senators or obtain nomination forms from local recruiters.

www.mesp4college.com Michigan Education Savings Program

Merit Scholarship

Each student who takes the MEAP High School Test (HST) (in mathematics, science, reading and writing) is automatically considered for a Michigan Merit Award. There is no application to complete, no papers to fill out. Unlike applying for a scholarship or grant, there is no application process to follow.  Notification letters are mailed to students in the spring of their senior year (or in late summer, if the student last tested in the spring of their senior year). 

Michigan Competitive Scholarship

The Michigan Competitive Scholarship is based on both financial need and merit and is available for use at Michigan public and private postsecondary colleges. Students must take the ACT Assessment (ACT)® before entering college and receive a qualifying test score. (Students may take the ACT after leaving high school if they have not had any college experience). Awards are restricted to tuition and fees. File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Priority will be given to students who apply by February 21 (freshman) or March 21 (upperclassmen).

Post Secondary Access Student Scholarship

The intent of the program is to assist Michigan students in meeting the cost of tuition and fees in pursuit of an associate's degree at a Michigan community college, public university, or independent nonprofit college or university. Students are eligible for the PASS award for the equivalent of two years of full-time college enrollment providing they meet qualifying criteria, including residency, enrollment, financial need, and certain other related requirements. PASS award eligibility is limited to 2 semesters or 3 terms in any academic year. File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The State of Michigan Office of Scholarships and Grants will notify students of their award status. Award amount is the value of allowable tuition and fees remaining after subtracting the amount of Michigan Competitive Scholarship or Tuition Grant award, the Federal Pell Grant, and an imputed federal Hope Scholarship Tax Credit.

Michigan Nursing Scholarship

The Michigan Nursing Scholarship is a non-need based award available to Michigan residents enrolled at least half time at an eligible institution in a program leading to a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) certification, Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN), or Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). Students will be selected for scholarship awards by their college or university financial aid office. Scholarship awards are for $4,000 per academic year for full time students, but cannot exceed cost of attendance minus other grants and scholarships. Students receiving a full time scholarship award have to agree to work as a direct care nurse in Michigan one year for each year of assistance. Not fulfilling the work commitment will result in the scholarship becoming a loan that must be repaid. Students must be in good academic standing to receive this award. Applications are disseminated annually to all students who are currently enrolled in the Nursing Program; applicants to the Nursing Program are not eligible to apply.

Michigan Tuition Incentive Program (TIP)

TIP pays community college tuition and fees for students from low-income families who meet the basic criteria and low-income financial guidelines. Eligible students must be United States Citizens and residents of Michigan according to institutional criteria, be under 20 years of age at the time of graduation or GED completion, receiving or have received Medicaid from the Family Independence Agency (FIA), and applied before graduation or GED completion. Students must submit the following to activate their award: (a)  Letter of Eligibility from the State of Michigan, (b) High School Diploma/GED, (c) Birth Certificate/Driver's License to the Office of Enrollment Services.

The Michigan Educational Opportunity Grant 

This grant is aimed at only the most financially needy students wishing to pursue a community or technical college program. Students must only attend half time to qualify and must be able to progress academically. Grants available up to $1000. Apply through the school you will be attending by completing the FAFSA. 

Children of Veterans Tuition Grant 

This grant covers the cost of going to a state college or university for the dependents of those veterans wounded, disabled, POWs, or killed while serving their country. Eligible students must have a GPA of 2.25. Recipients may receive up to $11,000 over the course of a four-year degree. 

The Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship

This Scholarship is a federally funded merit-based program that provides $1500 scholarships to the most academically talented. Recipients are chosen in their senior year of high school by a board of select educational professionals. Students must already be accepted at a college or university within the United States with the exception of a military academy. Students may renew for three years and must maintain a highly competitive GPA. 

www.careercruising.com, username: trillium, password: academy
www.fastweb.com 

www.thesalliemaefund.org 

African American Scholarships and Internship Opportunities: http://www.littleafrica.com/resources/scholarships.htm 

Free online college financial planner www.makingitcount.com 
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	http://www.michigan.gov/careers
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	FAFSA
	www.fafsa.ed.gov
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Telephone numbers and Websites for information about specific schools:

Public Universities 

Website


Information 
Financial Aid
Admissions

Central Michigan University 

www.cmich.edu 

989.774.3076
989.774.3674 
989.774.3076

Eastern Michigan University

 www.emich.edu 

800.GO.TO.EMU
734.487.6694 
734.487.0193

Ferris State University 

www.ferris.edu 

800.433.7747 
800.433.7747 
800.433.7747

Grand Valley State University 
www.gvsu.edu 

800.748.0246 
616.331.3234 
616.331.2025

Kendall College of Art and Design 
www.kcad.edu 

800.676.2787 
616.451.8278 
616.451.8787

Lake Superior State University 
www.lssu.edu 

888.800.LSSU 
906.635.2678 
906.635.2231

Michigan State University 

www.msu.edu 

517.355.8332 
517.353.5940 
517.355.8332

Michigan Technological University
 www.mtu.edu

888.MTU.1885 
906.487.2622 
906.487.2335

Northern Michigan University 
www.nmu.edu

800.682.9797 
906.227.1575 
906.227.2650

Oakland University 

www.oakland.edu 

248.370.3360 
248.370.2550 
248.370.3360

Saginaw Valley State University 
www.svsu.edu 

800.968.9500 
989.964.4103
989.964.4200

University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 
www.umich.edu 

734.764.7433 
734.763.6600 
734.764.7433

University of Michigan - Dearborn 
www.umd.umich.edu 
313.593.5000 
313.593.5300 
734.764.1400

University of Michigan - Flint 
www.umflint.edu 

810.762.3300 
810.762.3444 
810.762.3300

Wayne State University 

www.wayne.edu 

877.WSU.INFO 
313.577.3378 
313.577.3577

Western Michigan University 
www.wmich.edu 

269.387.2000 
269.387.6000 
269.387.2000

Community Colleges 

Website 


Information 
Financial Aid 
Admissions

Alpena Community College 

www.alpenacc.edu 
888.468.6222 
989.358.7200 
989.358.7339

Bay de Noc Community College 
www.baycollege.edu 
906.786.5802 
906.786.5802
906.786.5802

Bay Mills Community College 
www.bmcc.edu 

800.844.2622 
800.844.2622
00.844.2622

Delta College 


www.delta.edu 

989.686.9449 
989.686.9302 
989.686.9449

Glen Oaks Community College 
www.glenoaks.edu 
888.994.7818 
269.467.9945
269.467.9945

Gogebic Community College 
www.gogebic.edu 

888.682.5910 
906.932.4231
906.932.4231

Grand Rapids Community College
www.grcc.edu 

616.234.3567
616.234.4030 
616.234.3567

Henry Ford Community College 
www.hfcc.edu 

800.585.4322
313.845.9616 
800.585.4322

Jackson Community College 
www.jccmi.edu 

517.796.8499 
517.796.8414 
517.796.8499

Kalamazoo Valley C.C.

www.kvcc.edu 

269.488.4207 
269.488.4257 
269.488.4207

Kellogg Community College

www.kellogg.edu 

269.965.4153 
269.965.4123 
269.965.4153

Kirtland Community College 

www.kirtland.edu 

989.275.5000 
989.275.5000
989.275.5000

Lake Michigan College 

www.lakemichigancollege.edu
800.252.1562 
269.927.8117 
269.927.8614

Lansing Community College 
www.lcc.edu 

800.644.4522 
517.483.1075 
517.483.1261

Macomb Community College 
www.macomb.edu 
866.MACOMB1 
866.Macomb1 
586.445.7999 

Michigan Career and Technical Inst.
www.michigan.gov/mcti 
269 664.9248 
269.664.9235 
269.664.9248

Mid Michigan Community College 
www.midmich.edu 

877.YES.MCCC 
989.386.6663 
989.386.6661

Monroe County Community College 
www.monroeccc.edu 
734.242.7300 
734.242.7300 
734.242.7300

Montcalm Community College 
www.montcalm.edu 
877.328.2111 
989.328.1228 
989.328.1276

Mott Community College 

www.mcc.edu 

800.852.8614 
810.762.0476 
810.762.0315

Muskegon Community College 
www.muskegoncc.edu 
866.711.4622 
231.777.0657 
231.777.0364

North Central Michigan College
www.ncmich.edu 

888.298.6605 
231.348.6698 
231.439.6511

Northwestern Michigan College
www.nmc.edu 

800.748.0566 
231.995.1052 
231.995.1034

Oakland Community College 
www.oaklandcc.edu 
248.341.2197 
248.341.2182 
248.341.2197

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College 
www.sagchip.org/tribalcollege 989.775.4123 
989.775.4123 
989.775.4123

Schoolcraft College 

www.schoolcraft.edu 
734.462.4426 
734.462.4433 
734.462.4426

Southwestern Michigan College 
www.swmich.edu 

800.456.8675 
800.456.8675
800.456.8675

St. Clair County Community College 
www.sc4.edu 

800.553.2427 
810.989.5530 
810.989.5500

Washtenaw Community College 
www.wccnet.edu 

734.973.3543 
734.973.3523 
734.973.3543

Wayne County Community College 
www.wcccd.edu 

313.496.2596 
313.496.2595
313.496.2596

West Shore Community College 
www.westshore.edu 
800.848.9722 
231.845.6211 
231.845.6211

Private Colleges & Universities 
Website 


Information 
Financial Aid 
Admissions

Adrian College 


www.adrian.edu 

800.877.2246 
800.877.2246 
800.877.2246

Albion College


www.albion.edu 

800.858.6770 
517.629.0440 
517.629.0321

Alma College 


www.alma.edu 

800.321.ALMA 
989.463.7347 
800.321.ALMA

Andrews University 

www.andrews.edu 

800.253.2874 
269.471.6040 
269.471.6346

Aquinas College 


www.aquinas.edu 

616.632.2852
616.632.2895 
616.632.2852

Ave Maria Law School 

www.avemaria.edu 
877.283.8648 
734.337.4652 
577.283.8648

Baker College for Graduate Studies 
www.bakercollegeonline.com 
800.469.3165 
810.766.4390 
810.766.4390

Baker College of Allen Park 

www.baker.edu 

800.767.4120 
313.425.3700 
313.425.3700

Baker College of Auburn Hills 
www.baker.edu 

888.429.0410 
248.276.8214 
248.340.0600

Baker College of Cadillac 

www.baker.edu 

888.313.3463 
231.876.3106 
231.876.3100

Baker College of Clinton Township 
www.baker.edu 

888.272.2842 
586.790.9589 
586.790.9580

Baker College of Flint 

www.baker.edu 

800.964.4299 
810.766.4202 
810.766.4000

Private Colleges & Universities 
Website 


Information 
Financial Aid 
Admissions
Baker College of Jackson 

www.baker.edu 

888.343.3683 
517.788.7800 
517.788.7800

Baker College of Muskegon

www.baker.edu 

800.937.0337 
231.777.5251 
231.777.5200

Baker College of Owosso 

www.baker.edu 

800.879.3797 
989.729.3350 
989.729.3350

Baker College of Port Huron 
www.baker.edu 

888.262.2442 
810.985.7000 
810.985.7000

Baker College Online 

www.baker.edu 

800.469.3165 
810.766.4390 
810.766.4390

Calvin College 


www.calvin.edu 

800.688.0122
800.688.0122 
800.688.0122

Calvin Theological Seminary 
www.calvinseminary.edu 
800.388.6034 
616.957.6675 
616.957.7035

Cleary University 


www.cleary.edu 

888.525.3279 
800.686.1883 
888.525.3279

College for Creative Studies 
www.ccscad.edu 

800.952.ARTS 
313.664.7496 
313.664.7431

Concordia University 

www.cuaa.edu 

888.734.4237 
734.995.7408 
734.995.7450

Cornerstone University 

www.cornerstone.edu 
800.697.1133 
616.222.1424 
616.222.1426

Cranbrook Academy of Art 

www.cranbrookart.edu 
248.645.3360 
248.645.3360 
248.645.3360

Davenport University 

www.davenport.edu 
866.383.3548 
586.558.8700
616.732.1183

Ecuminical Theological Seminary 
www.etseminary.edu 
313.831.5200
313.831.5200
313.831.5200
Finlandia University 

www.finlandia.edu 

877.202.5491 
906.487.7240 
877.202.5491 

Grace Bible College 

www.gbcol.edu 

800.968.1887
616.538.2330 
616.538.2330

Great Lakes Christian College 
www.glcc.edu 

800.YES.GLCC 
517.321.0242
517.321.0242
Hillsdale College 


www.hillsdale.edu 

517.607.2327 
517.607.2350 
517.607.2327

Hope College 


www.hope.edu

800.968.7850 
888.439.8907 
800.968.7850

Kalamazoo College 

www.kzoo.edu 

800.253.3602 
800.632.5760
800.253.3602

Kettering University 

www.admissions.kettering.edu 
800.955.4464 
810.762.7859 
810.762.7865

Kuyper College 


www.kuyper.edu 

616.988.3631 
616.988.3656
616.988.3631

Lawrence Technological University 
www.ltu.edu 

800.CALL.LTU 
248.204.2280 
248.204.3173

Lewis College of Business 

www.lewiscollege.edu
313.862.6300 
313-862.6300
313.862.6300
Madonna University 

www.madonna.edu 
800.852.4951 
734.432.5662 
734.432.5339

Marquette School of Radiography 
www.mgh.org/education/radsch
800.562.9753 
906.225.4916 
906.225.4916

Marygrove College 

www.marygrove.edu 
866.313.1927 
313.927.1245 
313.927.1236

Michigan Jewish Institute 

www.mji.edu 

248.414.6900 
248.414.6900
248.414.6900
Michigan School of Psychology 
www.mispp.edu 

248.476.1122 2
48.476.1122
248.476.1122,

Michigan State School of Law 
www.law.msu.edu 

517.432.6800 
517.432.6811 
517.432.6800

Michigan Theological Seminary 
www.mts.edu 

888.MTS.2737 
734.207.9581
734.207.9581
Northwood University 

www.northwood.edu 
989.837.4273 
989.837.4230 
989.837.4273

Olivet College 


www.olivetcollege.edu 
800.456.7189
800.456.7189 
800.456.7189

Robert B. Miller College 

www.millercollege.org 
269.660.8021 
269.660.8021
269.660.8021
Rochester College 

www.rc.edu 

800.521.6010 
248.218.2029 
248.218.2031

Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
www.shmsonline.org 
313.883.8520 
313.883.8771
313.883.8520

Siena Heights University 

www.sienahts.edu 

800.501.0009 
517.264.7133 
517.264.7184

Spring Arbor University 

www.arbor.edu 

800.968.0011
800.968.0011 
800.968.0011

Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
www.cooley.edu 

517.371.5140
517.371.5140
517.371.5140
University of Detroit Mercy 

www.udmercy.edu 
800.635.5020 
313.993.3350 
313.993.1245

Walsh College of Acc. and Bus.
www.walshcollege.edu 
800.WALSH.01 
248.823.1665 
248.823.1610

Western Theological Seminary 
www.westernsem.edu
800.392.8554 
616.392.8555 
616.392.8555

Yeshiva Gedolah 


None 


248.968.3360 
248.968.3360 
248.968.3360

Specializing in Students With Disabilities 


Michigan Career and Technical Institute: www.michigan.gov/mcti,  269.664.4461 (voice) 269.664.9294 (TTY) Toll-free 877.901.7360 (voice/ TTY) 

*MCTI provides free tuition and room and board in the dormitory for students with disabilities.
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